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to adding the global policy dimension and link to the inequality agenda at the meeting. The participation 
of the CEO of Oxfam, Winnie Byanyima, on the last day enriched our discussions about the future 
directions of education work in Oxfam and highlighted the role of education in Oxfam.    

We defined Oxfam’s goal on education: Strengthening transformative public education for all to fight 
inequality. To achieve this goal Oxfam will promote education which ensures that learners (children, 
youth and adults; especially girls and women); know about their rights and practice critical thinking; are 
empowered to use their voice in dialogue and decision making concerning their own lives and their 
society; are able to challenge harmful gender norms; and capacitate them to organize around issues of 
economic and social injustice, inequality and discrimination. This transformative education is a 
powerful weapon to fight all forms of inequality, especially gender, economic and social inequality.  

The Oxfam Global Programme Director, Franc Cortada highlighted the important shift in Oxfam away 
from looking at education as a stand alone service to education as a driver of social and economic 
change. He confirmed the understanding of education as political. It matters what kind of education is 
enhanced, for what purpose and with what content, who delivers education (well trained or untrained 
teachers) and for whom (the elite or all).  We realised that education is part of the inequality agenda 
beyond the financial aspect and the importance of establishing the links between quality education 
and active citizenship. Furthermore, education can contribute to transformational change and be an 
equalizing factor, if it is free and of good quality.

A global alliance on inequality is being formed and it is necessary to extend the view on the EIU 
campaign beyond economic inequality to include political, cultural and social inequality, including 
gender inequality. The EIU-campaign will spend 35% of its resources in shifting the terms of the debate 
on inequality and 60% on fiscal justice linking tax to public spending and public services. This calls for a 
sharper focus on education as a means to fight inequality, resource mobilization at national levels, and 
better education policies and advocating against commercialization of education.  

We explored the different dimensions of education to arrive at the roles of education: 

A fundamental 
right for all

An Essential public service with 
links to other services , policy and 

progressive propoor & gender 
sensitive spending. 

An equalizing factor with 
transformative potential, which 

can empower poor  and 
marginalized and lead to shifts in 

the power struggle. 

An enabler of 
other rights & goals

which enhances social 
cohesion and transforms 

society to demand 
accountability 

A strategy 
for moving out of poverty 

and building global 
citizenship 

A goal
to “Ensure inclusive and 

equitable quality education and 
promote lifelong learning 

opportunities for all” (SDG4)
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The three major ways in which education fights inequality were clearly brought out by the Head of 
Inequality Policy, Max Lawson, as follows:

1) Education is directly redistributive as it brings virtual capital in the hands of the poor and 
marginalized;  

2) Education builds social mobility; and 
3) Education catalyzes political mobilization and active citizenship.  

In our influencing work we will employ many strategies, including using human rights law, working with 
media, developing research, and working in alliances with rapid response campaigning. 

We shared our experiences of education programming and influencing work at country and regional 
levels in Oxfam, and gained deeper insights into quality education and education financing & policy. 
On the quality theme we were inspired by ‘Quality educators for All in Mali’, ‘Promoting Multi-Lingual 
Education in Tribal Belts in India’, ‘Education for Active Citizenship in Ghana’ and ‘Engaging Youth 
through Education in UK’. On the theme of Education Financing and Policy, we learnt about ‘Oil revenues 
and tax for education in Ghana’; ‘Gender responsive budgeting in Pakistan’; ‘Education, Inequalities and 
the Strategy of Influence in Bolivia’;  and ‘Taking policies to practice & building capacity of the 
education system in South Sudan’. The synthesis of learning from the eight shared experiences, 
enriched by experiences from the other participants, formed the emerging picture of education in 

The global trends in education were identified by David Archer, Board member of the Global Campaign 
for Education (GCE). We celebrated the victory of the SDG4, especially the importance of getting a broad 
goal with targets from early childhood to adult education and the underlining of “free” education. The 
Global education movement, including Oxfam and other allies, played an important role in achieving this 
goal. Delivering on SDG4 requires influencing work on many fronts, often within a shrinking space for 
CSOs and criminalization of dissent. The failure to invest in free public education leads to poor 
education quality. It also undermines confidence in public education while accelerating the 
privatization of education.  

We agreed to resist the push for simplistic ‘learning outcomes’ and measurement of education quality 
through a narrow focus on testing, and instead push for high quality cost-effective publicly funded 
models that can critically challenge privatisation. We will continue to address the critical issue of a $39 
billion annual resource gap and advocate for the 6% of GDP and 20% of national budget to quality 
education favoring equity and link to our tax justice work by connecting education and tax campaigns. 
The rise of “low fee” private schools (LFPS) also raises quality concerns due to poorly trained teachers, 
use of scripted lessons, extraction of profit, and the lack of regulation. Fees are unaffordable for the 
poorest families and have a disproportionate impact on girls. Private Public Partnerships (PPPs) are a 
‘quick fix’ with negative long term systemic impact and failure to build sustainable public institutions 
for the future. We agreed that the only sustainable alternative to privatisation is to transform public 
education through sustained financial commitments to free, public education investments in quality 
and accountability promoted through community participation, budget transparency and tax justice.  

We determined that the changing aid architecture promotes aid for self-interest, and commercial and 
security interest, which makes bilateral aid increasingly problematic and ideological. Within this 
context the Global Partnership for Education (GPE) replenishment in 2017 was identified as a big 
opportunity for increasing finance to quality education and policy at national level. Oxfam will use this 
opportunity to advocate for increased financing of education under the coordination of GCE.  

The importance of revamping the education narrative in Oxfam into leveraging education, by 
establishing closer links with other groups, themes and campaigns was a clear result of the analysis 
of Strengths, Weaknesses, Opportunities and Threats in Oxfam’s work in education. The analysis was 
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